
RESPOND
V is it o r ? N e e d in f o u p d a t e d in t h e d i r e c t o r y ?
W a n t t o s ig n u p f o r s o m e t h in g ?
G iv e u s y o u r in f o :

Name:

Children’s names:

Email:

Address:

Best contact phone:

Which service do you attend? 8:45 am 10 am

11 am 5:30 pm

Sign me up for:

Comments,questions,interests:

T h e P a s s o v e r , J e s u s & Y o u
E x o d u s 1 2
P a s t o r G u y G r a y

T h e P a s s o v e r , J e s u s & Y o u
In E x o d u s 12 w e c o m e t o
t h e v e ry c e n t e r o f t h e s t o ry
o f re d e m p t io n . A ll t h e
p re v io u s p la g u e s ( c h a p t e r s
7 -10 ) h a v e b e e n p re p a r in g
t h e w a y fo r t h is f in a l a c t o f
ju d g m e n t b y G o d , w h ic h
w ill le a d t o t h e f r e e d o m o f
G o d ’s p e o p le . E x o d u s 11
a n n o u n c e s t h e f in a l p la g u e
t o c o m e u p o n P h a ra o h a n d
E g y p t , t h e d e a t h o f t h e
f ir s t b o rn s o n . E x o d u s 12
s h o w s h o w G o d w ill s a v e
H is p e o p le , Is r a e l, o u t o f t h is
a c t o f ju d g m e n t –h o w H e
w ill lit e r a lly “p a s s -o v e r” t h e
Is r a e lit e s in t h e a c t o f
ju d g m e n t a n d t h e n s e t
t h e m f re e . T h is p a s s a g e is
c ru c ia l in E x o d u s a n d fo r
o u r u n d e rs t a n d in g o f t h e
w h o le O ld T e s t a m e n t , a s
w e ll a s t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t
w h e re w e a re s h o w n t h a t
J e s u s is t h e f u lf illm e n t o f
t h e m e a n in g o f E x o d u s 12 .
W e c a n n o t r e a lly
u n d e r s t a n d t h e g o s p e l o f

C h r is t o r lif e in C h r is t
w it h o u t e n t e r in g d e e p ly
in t o t h e m e a n in g o f t h e
P a s s o v e r s t o ry .

B e h o ld t h e L a m b o f G o d
T h e f o c a l p o in t o f t h e
P a s s o v e r s t o ry is t h e la m b .
E a c h a n d e v e ry f a m ily is t o
t a k e a la m b , k ill it , s p r in k le
it s b lo o d o n t h e d o o rp o s t s
o f t h e h o u s e , a n d t h e n
ro a s t it a n d e a t it t o g e t h e r
in a s h a re d m e a l. T h e la m b
is c e n t r a l t o t h e s t o ry o f
r e d e m p t io n a n d it h a s t w o
p r im a ry fu n c t io n s . F ir s t , t h e
la m b is c le a r ly a s u b s t it u t e
w h o t a k e s t h e ju d g m e n t o f
G o d u p o n it s e lf in t h e p la c e
o f t h e p e o p le o f Is r a e l. In
t h e la n d o f E g y p t , o n t h a t
n ig h t , in e v e ry h o m e
s o m e o n e d ie d . T h e re w a s
a ls o a d e a t h in e v e ry h o m e
o f e v e ry Is r a e lit e , b u t it w a s
t h e d e a t h o f t h e la m b –t h e
s u b s t it u t e . In t h e N e w
T e s t a m e n t w e a re t o ld t h a t
J e s u s is o u r P a s s o v e r L a m b
( 1 C o r in t h ia n s 5 :7 ; s e e a ls o 1

P e t e r 1:18 -19 ) . J e s u s is o u r
s u b s t it u t e t a k in g o u r p la c e in
ju d g m e n t t h a t w e m ig h t liv e
a n d b e f re e . B u t t h e s e c o n d
f u n c t io n o f t h e L a m b w a s t o
p ro v id e n o u r is h m e n t –
s t r e n g t h f o r t h e jo u rn e y . S o
t h e p e o p le f e a s t e d o n t h e
la m b t h a t h a d b e e n s la in . In
s im ila r w a y , J e s u s s a id t h a t
w e a re t o “e a t H is f le s h a n d
d r in k H is b lo o d .” ( J o h n 6 :5 3 )
J e s u s t e a c h e s u s t h a t w e a re
t o f in d t h e n o u r is h m e n t fo r
o u r s p ir it u a l lif e a n d fa it h
jo u rn e y b y “f e a s t in g ” o n H is
a c t o f lo v e a n d H is p r e s e n c e
a s t h e L a m b o f G o d in o u r
liv e s . N o w o n d e r J o h n t h e
B a p t is t t o ld t h e p e o p le t h a t
t h e m o s t im p o r t a n t t h in g
t h e y c o u ld d o w a s t o
“b e h o ld t h e la m b o f G o d !”
( J o h n 1:2 9 ) .

A N e w B e g in n in g
G o d t e lls Is r a e l t h a t t h is
m ir a c le o f P a s s o v e r is g o in g
t o b e “y o u r f ir s t m o n t h , t h e
f ir s t m o n t h o f y o u r y e a r .”
( E x o d u s 12 :2 ) . T h is m e a n s
t h a t t h e P a s s o v e r is t h e
m o m e n t o f n e w b e g in n in g
f o r t h e ir liv e s . T h e L a m b o f
G o d c r e a t e s a n e w re a lit y fo r
t h e m , a n e w lif e , a n e w

fu t u r e . F ro m t h is m o m e n t
f o rw a rd t h e y a re t o lo o k a t
t h is d a y a s t h e d e c is iv e
t u rn in g p o in t o f t h e ir liv e s
a n d t h e ir d e s t in y . T h e y a re
lit e r a lly t o s e e t h e m s e lv e s
a n d t h e ir w o r ld in a
c o m p le t e ly n e w lig h t . T h is
c o r re s p o n d s p e r f e c t ly w it h
t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t t r u t h
t h a t G o d g iv e s a n e w
b e g in n in g t o b e lie v e r s
t h ro u g h J e s u s C h r is t ( 2
C o r in t h ia n s 5 :17 ) . T h is is w h y
t h e f o c a l p o in t f o r C h r is t ia n s
is t o b e o n J e s u s , t h e L a m b
o f G o d . T h is is w h y t h e
C ro s s o f C h r is t is t h e p o w e r
o f G o d in t h e lif e o f t h e
b e lie v e r ( 1 C o r in t h ia n s 1 :17 -18 ) .
T h is is w h y e v e ry t im e w e
t a k e c o m m u n io n , w e s h o u ld
s e e it a s a r e m in d e r o f G o d ’s
p ro m is e o f n e w b e g in n in g
f o r o u r liv e s .

A N e w C o m m u n it y
It is b e a u t if u l h o w Is r a e l is
c a lle d a “c o m m u n it y ” in
E x o d u s 12 :3 . H e re w e a re
s h o w n t h a t it is t h ro u g h t h e
P a s s o v e r t h a t t h e p e o p le
Is r a e l a c t u a lly c a m e t o b e a
“n e w c o m m u n it y ” –t h e
c o m m u n it y o f t h e r e d e e m e d .
It is t h e L a m b o f G o d t h a t

n o w c o n n e c t s t h e s e p e o p le .
T h e y n o w s h a re t h is e x t r e m e
a n d a m a z in g e x p e r ie n c e o f
r e d e m p t io n ! T h is is a
p e r fe c t p ic t u re o f C h r is t ia n
c o m m u n it y a s w e ll. It is o u r
s h a re d f a it h in C h r is t a n d t h e
re d e m p t io n H e h a s p ro v id e d
t h a t c re a t e s t h e c o m m u n it y
o f C h r is t , t h e c h u rc h ( s e e
R e v e la t io n 5 :9 -12 ) . T h is is
w h y it is im p o r t a n t f o r u s t o
c e le b ra t e c o m m u n io n
t o g e t h e r w it h o t h e r
b e lie v e r s . It is t h e
a f f irm a t io n t h a t w e a re a
c o m m u n it y o f fa it h t h a t
c e n t e rs o n t h e m ira c le o f
r e d e m p t io n t h ro u g h C h r is t .

G o d ’s P a r t & O u r P a r t
T h e p e o p le w e re t o e a t t h e
m e a l w it h u n le a v e n e d b re a d
a n d w it h t h e ir w a lk in g s h o e s
o n , r e a d y t o h e a d o u t in t o a
n e w lif e ! T h is re m in d s u s
t h a t t h o u g h G o d a lo n e
c o u ld p ro v id e t h e r e a l
m ir a c le o f r e d e m p t io n , w e
a ls o h a v e a ro le t o p la y in
m o v in g in t o f re e d o m . T h e
le a v e n re p re s e n t e d t h e
t ra c e s o f s in f r o m t h e o ld lif e ,
a n d t h e “t r a v e l d re s s ”
re p re s e n t e d t h e w illin g n e s s
t o m o v e fo rw a rd w it h G o d

in t o t h e u n k n o w n . W e m u s t
r e m e m b e r t h a t G o d h a s
p ro v id e d a ll w e n e e d fo r
f re e d o m t h ro u g h C h r is t . B u t
w e m u s t m a k e a c o n s c io u s
c h o ic e t o le a v e t h e p a s t
b e h in d a n d m o v e in t o a n e w
lif e w it h G o d . W e m u s t b e
in t e n t io n a l a b o u t t h is . A r e
y o u re a d y t o le a v e t h e p a s t
b e h in d ? A re y o u w illin g t o
s e a rc h y o u r lif e f o r t ra c e s o f

t h e o ld -lif e a n d le t it g o ?

Q u e s t i o n s f o r F u r t h e r
P e r s o n a l R e f l e c t i o n &
G r o u p D i s c u s s i o n

Communion & Community
T a k e s o m e t im e t o re s p o n d
t o w h a t y o u le a rn e d t h is
w e e k a b o u t c o m m u n it y . Is
t h e re a t im e w h e n y o u f e lt
r e a lly b o n d e d t o a p a r t ic u la r
g ro u p ? W h a t c ir c u m s t a n c e s
c re a t e d t h a t b o n d ?

S p e n d s o m e t im e e x p lo r in g
t h e c o n n e c t io n b e t w e e n
“c o m m u n it y ” a n d
“c o m m u n io n ”? W h a t is it t h a t
w e a re c o m m u n in g o v e r a n d
w h y is it s o s ig n if ic a n t t h a t
w e d o t h is w it h o t h e rs ?



UPCOMING NOTES WELCOME
B u ild in g a C o m m u n it y
o f C h r is t f o r t h e W o r ld

n e x t s t e p 11.26.2007

Open your heart.Engage yourmind.Together with others,reach for
something real,deep and lasting.Come with your hurts,hopes, joys
and fears.Expect something good,challenging and different.Here’s
why:Jesus Christ is alive and present with us as we gather toworship,
pray and love one another in his name.That’s what we believe! That’s
whywe have come today.

At River West our mission is to build a community of Christ for the
world.As we focus on Him in worship and the teaching of the Word,our
prayer is that we will sense His presence and respond to His love. Life
flows from this! To be in community means to share something in
commonwith others. It is our shared faith in Jesus Christ that creates
our sense of fellowship with Him and each other & from that shows
our desire to share His love and grace with our community and world.

Our worship gathering is an important expression of our shared faith
and life.But true community is built in other important ways as well.At
the heart of our mission is what we call our Community Groups.These
groups allow us to build relationships and grow deeper in our faith in
Christ.For more information about various Community Groups call
Pastor Adam at the church office.

Contact Pastor Josh regarding Student Ministry & Youth Groups for
kids from 6th grade through High School. Our Children’s Ministry
Director, Lindsie Bailey would love to talk to you about fun stuff for
kids at River West!

F R I D A Y 1 2 / 8
Family Christmas Craft Night benefiting
the HOTEL Ministry, 6:30pm
at River West Lake Grove

S U N D A Y 1 2 / 1 7
All Church Service, 10am
at Lakeridge Performing Arts Center

S U N D A Y 1 2 / 2 4
No morning services
Christmas Eve Service, 5:30, 7, 8:30 and
10pm at Lake Grove. Childcare
provided for 5:30, 7 & 8:30pm

W e e k o f 1 2 / 2 5 - 1 / 1
River West Office Closed
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