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Visitor? Need info updated in the directory?
Wanttosignup forsomething?
Giveusyourinfo:

Name:

Children’s names:

Email:

Address:

Best contact phone:

Which service doyouattend? [ | 845am
[ ] Mam

[ ] 10am
[ ] 530pm

Sign me up for:

Comments, questions, interests:

The Passover,Jesus & You

Exodus 12
Pastor Guy Gray

The Passover,Jesus & You
In Exodus 12 we come to
the very centerof the story
ofredemption. Allthe
previous plagues (chapters
7-10) have been preparing
the way for this finalactof
judgmentby God,which
willlead to the freedom of
God’s people. Exodus 11
announces the finalplague
to come upon Pharaoh and
Egypt,the death of the
firstborn son. Exodus 12
shows how God willsave
His people,Israel,out of this
actofjudgment -how He
will literally pass-over”the
Israelites in the actof
judgmentand then set
them free. This passage is
crucialin Exodus and for
ourunderstanding of the
whole OId Testament,as
wellas the New Testament
where we are shown that
Jesus is the fulfillment of
the meaning of Exodus 12.
Wecannotreally
understand the gospelof

Christ or life in Christ
without entering deeply
into the meaning of the
Passoverstory.

Behold the Lamb ofGod
The focalpoint ofthe
Passoverstory is the lamb.
Each and every family is to
take a lam b, kill it,sprinkle
jts blood on the doorposts
ofthe house,and then
roastitand eatittogether
inashared meal. The lamb
is centralto the story of
redemption and it has two
primary functions. First,the
lamb is clearly a substitute
who takes the judgmentof
God upon itself in the place
of the people of Israel. In
the land of Egypt,on that
night,in every home
someone died. There was
also a death in every home
of every Israelite,but it was
the death of the lamb -the
substitute. In the New
Testament we are told that
JesusisourPassoverlamhb
(TCorinthians 57;see also 1

Peter1:18-19). Jesus is our
substitute taking ourplace in
judgment that we might live
and be free. But the second
function of the Lamb was to
provide nourishment -
strength forthe journey. So
the people feasted on the
lamb that had been slain. In
similarway,Jesus said that
we are to ‘eat His flesh and
drink His blood.”(John 6:53)
Jesus teaches us that we are
to find the nourishment for
ourspirituallife and faith
journey by ‘feasting”on His
actoflove and His presence
asthelamb of God inour
lives. No wonderJohn the
Baptist told the people that
the mostimportant thing
they could do was to
‘behold the lamb of God!
(John 129).

A New Beginning

God tells Israelthat this
miracle of Passoveris going
to be ‘your first month,the
first month of youryear”
(Exodus 12:2). This means
that the Passoveris the
momentofnew beginning
fortheirlives. The Lamb of
God creates anew reality for
them,a new life,a new

future. From this moment
forward they are to look at
this day as the decisive
turning point of their lives
and theirdestiny. They are
literally to see themselves
and theirworld in a
completely new light. This
corresponds perfectly with
the New Testament truth
that God gives a new
beginning to believers
through Jesus Christ (2
Corinthians 5:17). This is why
the focalpoint for C hristians
isto be on Jesus,the Lamb
of God. This is why the
Cross of Christis the power
of God in the life of the

believer (1 Corinthians 1:17-18).

This is why every time we
take communion,we should
seeitasareminderofGod’s
promise of new heginning
forourlives.

A New Community

Itis beautifulhow Israelis
called a ‘tommunity”in
Exodus 123. Here we are
shown thatitis through the
Passoverthat the people
Israelactually came to be a
‘ew community”-the

community of the redeemed.

Itis the Lamb of God that

now connects these people.
They now share this extreme
and amazing experience of
redemption! This is a
perfect picture of C hristian
community as well. Itis our
shared faith in C hrist and the
redemption He has provided
that creates the com munity
of Christ,the church (see
Revelation 59-12). This is
why itis important forus to
celebrate communion
together with other
believers. It is the
affirmation that we are a
community of faith that
centers on the miracle of
redemption through Christ.

God’s Part & OurPart

The people were to eat the
mealwith unleavened bread
and with theirwalking shoes
on,ready to head outinto a
new life! This reminds us
that though God alone
could provide the real
miracle of redemption,we
also have arole to play in
moving into freedom. The
leaven represented the
traces ofsin from the old life,
and the ‘traveldress”
represented the willingness
to move forward with God

into the unknown. We must
rememberthatGod has
provided allwe need for
freedom through Christ. But
wemustmake aconscious
choice to leave the past
behind and move into a new
life with God. We musthe
intentionalabout this. Are
you ready to leave the past
behind? Are you willing to
search yourlife fortraces of

the old -life and letitgo?

Questions for Further
Personal Reflection &
Group Discussion

Communion & Community

Take some time to respond
to whatyou learned this
week about com munity. Is
there a time when you felt
really bonded to a particular
group? Whatcircumstances
created that bond?

Spend some time exploring
the connection hetween
“ommunity”and
Tommunion? Whatis it that
we are communing overand
why isitso significant that
we do this with others?



FRIDAY 12/8

Family Christmas Craft Night henefiting
the HOTEL Ministry, 6:30pm
at River West Lake Grove

SUNDAY 12/17
All Church Service, 10am
at Lakeridge Performing Arts Center

SUNDAY 12/24

No morning services

Christmas Eve Service, 530,7,8:30and
10pm at Lake Grove. Childcare
provided for 5:30,7 & 8:30pm

Weekofi12/25-1/1
River West Office Closed

RIVER WEST PALISADES:1595 Greentree Road,Lake O swego,0R 97034

RIVER WEST LAKE GROVE:15751SW Quarry Road,Lake O swego,0R 97035
OFFICES/COMMUNITY CENTER:16148 Boones Ferry Rd.,Lake 0 swego,0R 97035
phone 503.699.2226 / fax503.697.9663 / email info@riverwest
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Building a Community
of Christ for the W orld

11.26.2007

Open your heart.Engage your mind. Together with others, reach for
something real, deep and lasting. Come with your hurts, hopes, joys
and fears. Expect something good, challenging and different. Here’s
why: Jesus Christ is alive and present with us as we gather to worship,
pray and love one another in his name. That’s what we believe! That’s
why we have come today.

At River West our mission is to build a community of Christ for the
world. As we focus on Him in worship and the teaching of the Word, our
prayer is that we will sense His presence and respond to His love. Life
flows from this! To be in community means to share something in
common with others. It is our shared faith in Jesus Christ that creates
our sense of fellowship with Him and each other & from that shows
our desire to share His love and grace with our community and world.

Our worship gathering is an important expression of our shared faith
and life. But true community is built in other important ways as well. At
the heart of our mission is what we call our Community Groups. These
groups allow us to build relationships and grow deeper in our faith in
Christ. For more information about various Community Groups call
Pastor Adam at the church office.

Contact Pastor Josh regarding Student Ministry & Youth Groups for
kids from 6th grade through High School. Our Children’s Ministry
Director, Lindsie Bailey would love to talk to you about fun stuff for
kids at River West!



